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Several members of University of Minnesota Health Comprehensive Gender Care team 


The best care for the real you. 


Gender Care services 


Being who you truly are can be exciting, liberating and at times, intimidating. 
University of Minnesota Health Comprehensive Gender Care supports you 
wherever you are in your transition. Our coordinated team provides world-class 
therapists, hormone therapies, and if desired, chest and bottom surgeries. 
It's the care you deserve through this very important life journey. 


Visit: MHealth.org/gendercare 
Call: 612-676-4227 


AA HEALTH. 


University of Minnesota Health is a collaboration between University of Minnesota Physicians and University of Minnesota Medical Center. 
62018 University of Minnesota Physicians and University of Minnesota Medical Center 


Bizet, Mozart and Vivaldi 


From the classical genius of Mozart to the 
flawless romanticism of Bizet, this concert 
includes lush, intimate and sparkling works 
for orchestra, with Roma Duncan on piccolo. 


SYMPHONY IN 60 
Bizet, Ravel and Vivaldi 


Gorgeous works by Ravel, Bizet and Vivaldi 
in 60-minute concerts with no intermission. 
Two performances to choose from! 


Beethoven and Strauss 


Beginning with the mysterious opening 

of Beethoven's Fourth Piano Concerto and 
culminating with the brass fanfare of Strauss' 
tone poem A Hero’s Life, the Minnesota 
Orchestra illuminates the symphonic 
wizardry of these legendary composers. 


INSIDE THE CLASSICS 
The Puppet Master - Stra- 
vinsky's Petrushka 


Host-violist Sam Bergman and conductor 
Sarah Hicks explore Stravinsky's music 
through conversation and orchestral excerpts 
that illuminate the composer's genius of 20th- 
century music; after intermission, enjoy a full 
performance of Petrushka. 


Julian Bliss Septet: 
Gershwin and Tin Pan Alley 


Acclaimed British clarinetist Julian Bliss 
pays tribute to Tin Pan Alley legend 
George Gershwin and his contemporaries 
with a performance of musical stories and 
beloved melodies. 


Mozart's Double 
Piano Concerto 


Renowned twin sister pianists Christina 

and Michelle Naughton sparkle in Mozart's 
lyrical conversation between two pianos 
while former Minnesota Orchestra music 
director Edo de Waart returns to the stage 
with Respighi's triumphant Church Windows. 


612-371-5656 /  minnesotaorchestra.org 
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your home, so why not save money in the 
process? Call today for a free, no obligation 
look at auto and home discounts 


from American Family. 
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We offer complete healthcare in 
Traditional Chinese Medicine 


Acupuncture & Chinese Herbs 
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moxibustion, 
dietary recommendations 
and more. 


www.chinainstitute.com 


6 | LAVENDER | DECEMBER 20 - JANUARY 2, 2019 


SULTS #53 


Amy Ruzick, RE/MAX Results 


LAVENDER 


Volume 24, Issue 615 • December 20 - January 2, 2019 


Editorial 


Managing Editor Chris Tarbox 612-436-4692 

Editorial Assistants Linda Raines 612-436-4660, 
Kassidy Tarala 

Editor Emeritus Ethan Boatner 

Editorial Associate George Holdgrafer 

Contributors Ellen Krug, Steve Lenius, Jennifer Parello, 
Randy Stern, John Townsend, Bradley Traynor, Carla 
Waldemar 


Advertising 

Sales & Advertising Director Barry Leavitt 612-436-4690 
Senior Account Executive Suzanne Farrell 612-436-4699 
Account Executives 

Nathan Johnson 612-436-4695 

Richard Kranz 612-436-4675 

Advertising Associate: George Holdgrafer 

Sales & Event Administration: 

Linda Raines 612-436-4660 

Classifieds Suzanne Farrell 612-436-4699 

National Sales Representatives 

Rivendell Media 212-242-6863 


Creative 
Digital Director Mike Hnida 612-436-4679 
Photographer Sophia Hantzes 


Administration 


Publisher Lavender Media, Inc. 

President & CEO Stephen Rocheford 612-436-4665 
Vice President & CC Pierre Tardif 612-436-4666 
Chief Financial Officer Mary Lauer 612-436-4664 
Distribution Manager/Administrative 

Assistant Michaelle Abraham 612-436-4660 
Founders George Holdgrafer, Stephen Rocheford 
Inspiration Steven W. Anderson (1954-1994), Timothy 
J. ее (1968-2002), Russell Berg (1957-2005), Kathryn 
Rocheford (1914-2006), Jonathan Halverson (1974-2010), 
Adam Houghtaling (1984-2012), Walker Pearce (1946- 
2013), Tim Campbell (1939-2015), Donald Tardif (1942- 
2018) 


Letters are subject to editing for grammar, punctuation, space, and libel. 
They should be no more than 300 words. Letters must include name, 
address, and phone number. Unsigned letters will not be published. 
Priority will be given to letters that refer to material previously published 
in Lavender Magazine. Submit letters to Lavender Magazine, Letters 

to the Editor, 7701 York Ave S, Suite 225, Edina, MN 55435; or e-mail 
<editor@lavendermagazine.com>. 


For our Privacy Policy, go to LavenderMagazine.com/ 
resources/privacy-policy 


Lavender Media, Inc. 

7701 York Ave S, Suite 225, Edina, MN 55435 
612-436-4660 Office 

612-436-4685 Fax 

612-436-4660 Subscriptions/Distribution 
612-436-4660 Lavender Advertising 


LAVENDER саў 


MAGAZINE.COM 
LavenderMagazine.com BigGayNews.com 


amp 


Lavender 2016 
Magazine of the Year 


Printer of Lavender 


MU gp Scumann Printers, ine. 


920-484-3348 


Entire contents copyright 2018. All rights reserved. Publication of the name 
or photograph of any person, organization, or business in this magazine does 
not reflect upon one's sexual orientation whatsoever. Lavender” Magazine 
reserves the right to refuse any advertising. This issue of Lavender" Magazine 
is available free of charge during the time period published on the cover. 
Pickup at one of our distribution sites is limited to one copy per person. 


SHOP THE STERLING SILVER 
- ыб 
JEWELRY GOLLECTIONS AND 


* S2OK ENLISTMENT BONUS 
n MOS and eligibility) l NAMBÉ HOME. DÉCOR AT 


• 100% COLLEGE TUITION SCHEHERAZADE. i 


JEWELERS 


* WORK EXPERIENCE Бу, 
* FULL TIME BENEFITS 


d CONTACT ЖЕТПЕ TOA ORG 
= i TO FIND OUT MORE , 


410 OAK GROVE STREET 
MiNNEAPOLIS, MN 55403-3294 
612-813-5300 * FRONTDESK@WOMANSCLUB.ORG 


LAVENDERMAGAZINE.COM | 7 


OUR LAVENDER 


FROM THE EDITOR | BY CHRIS TARBOX 


Out With The Old... 


From a personal and professional viewpoint, it’s kind of insane 
how fast this year has come and gone. Your friendly neighborhood 
managing editor only came aboard the Lavender ship a little over a 
year ago, and WHOOSH! Here we are now, ready to say goodbye to 
2018 and greet the final year of this decade, as well as prepare for two 
very special milestones: Lavender's 20th Pride Edition, and the 50th 
anniversary of the landmark Stonewall Riots that gave birth to the 
GLBT rights movement as we know it. 

Now, I'm no expert on the complexities of temporal mechanics, 
but what I do know is that 2018 blessed our rainbow community with 
plenty of wonderful people, events, and works of art, and—yup, you 
guessed it—our 2018 Year-End Issue is here to honor the best our lo- 
cal GLBT community has given us over the last year. 

As with every year, we're beyond proud to honor some of our best 


and brightest with the Lavender Community Awards, with four indi- 


viduals, one business and one nonprofit being recognized for their 
tireless commitment and service to the queer community in the Twin 
Cities and Minnesota at large. We also recognize the best in local the- 
ater and entertainment, as well as the best vehicles that 2018 gave us. 

On top of that, we get to know a handful of very funny GLBT come- 
dians in the Twin Cities, celebrate the 25th anniversary of the Hope 
House—which assists and cares for those living with HIV—and we 
learn about a Day In The Life of Haskell’s Wine Bar manager Chris- 
topher Valen. 

I just want to say that my first year at Lavender has been an 
absolute honor, and I look forward to continue serving this beautiful 
community. So, 2018? It's been a real slice. 2019? Bring it on, baby. 
From all of us here at Lavender Media, have a wonderful holiday 


season and a happy and safe New Year! Ш 
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A WORD IN EDGEWISE | BY E.B. BOATNER 


Reading As a Two-Way Street 


Under a recent Facebook photo of a wall of books was a caption ask- 
ing (I forget exactly) whether people are still reading actual books. The 
replies ran from “Real books only!”” to “E-books, what a godsend!” 

I wrote, “It doesn’t matter how you read, as long as you keep on read- 
ing,” adding that I loved real books, but put Chernow’s Hamilton on my 
Kindle for vacation instead of lugging the 800-plus-page reality. 

I’m currently reading (and will be indefinitely) the first volume 
of Proust's A la recherche du temps perdu. I read in French, real-book 
form, and, as a trot, it's tucked on iPad’s Kindle, in French and Eng- 
lish. If I’m stuck, I check the English or the French dictionary also 
on the iPad. With a million-and-a-quarter Proustisms, I need every bit 
of help I can get. 

For a break last week, I picked up Alain de Botton's engaging How 
Proust Can Change Your Life. It's blurbed by the NYT as “A self-help man- 
ual for the intelligent person." (A sure-fire marketing strategy.) Botton 
offers Proust's advice on such topics as, suffering successfully, being 
happy in love, being a good friend, and—the eye-opener—“How to Put 


Books Down," that renders such quibbles as preference for paper or 
electronics, superior library size, pale in comparison. 

Proust does not dispute the value of the greats (for Marcel, John 
Ruskin), but the flaw, always, is that the author isn't oneself. Proust de- 
clared, “It is one of the characteristics of great books... that for the au- 
thor they may be called ‘Conclusions’ but for the reader 'Incitements.' 
We want answers," Proust explains, ^when all [the author] can do is pro- 
vide us with desires... our own wisdom begins where that of the author 
leaves off. 

“Reading,” he concludes, “is on the threshold of the spiritual life: it 
can introduce us to it: it does not constitute it." The competition, if there 
is one at all, must be interior; not, “Have I read more books than X," but, 
“What has this book inspired me to do? Towards what far shore will it 
launch me?" 

Whatever holidays Lavender readers may celebrate in the coming 
weeks, may they be happy ones, book-filled in whatever form you wish. 
Why dogmatize a pleasure? E 
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CHRISTOPHER VALEN 


By Chris Tarbox 


ЇЇ 


SENSN 


VM 


Name: Christopher Valen 


Where did you grow up? 
Princeton, MN 


Where do you live? | live in 
Seward, Minneapolis. 


Who do you live with? 
| live with a mixture of 
human roommates and 
furry ones. 


What is your occupa- 
tion? | assist in manag- 
ing Haskell's Wine Bar 
downtown. 


When did you come out? | 
think | was 21. 


How'd that go? | have the 
privilege to report that it 
was very smooth! 


When do you wake up? 
Depends, | try to rise by 8 
a.m. as often as | can. 


Phone alarm or old school 
alarm? Phone alarm, but 
seriously considering one 
that | can smack to snooze. 


What's the first thing you 
do in the morning? Stretch, 
check my email, stretch. 


Breakfast? Yogurt, partner! 


Coffee? Absolutely. Work- 
ing in the vicinity of an 
amazing espresso machine 
has really bolstered this 
habit. 


Cream or по? l'm on Team 
Cream. 


How do you spend your 
commute: | ride the bus, so 
mostly | stare out the win- 
dow and listen to Grateful 
Dead's most rippin' hits. 


If your job were like a 
yearbook, what would you 
be voted? (Class clown, 
best dressed, most annoy- 
ing, etc.) Most Likely To 
Apply Under-Eye Makeup 


What inspires you? My 
family and friends! They're 
all great, each and every 
one. They're always push- 
ing me to be my best. 


Do you eat your lunch 


while working or take a 
break? I'm good at inhaling 
food, so | only need three 
minutes. | guess that's a 
break. 


Is your work space tidy or 
a hot mess? Tidy. 


What's been your favorite 
job? My current one! | love 
working at a wine bar. This 
industry is new to me, so 
I'm learning a lot. Wine is a 
lot of fun and | get to taste 
the wide variety we have 
on the shelves. I'm very 
lucky to be working every- 
day with such amazing and 
nurturing people. 


Who are your heroes? 

My sister, who has 

Spina Bifida. The most 
good-natured person I've 
ever known and also the 
funniest. | don't even come 
close to that one. 


Favorite weeknight meal: 
Go out, take out, or cook 
in? Preferably I'd have 
gourmet delivered three 
times a day. 


Most embarrassing 
moment: This one time | 
saw James Franco on the 
street and | immediately 
dropped my cold press. 


On a usual weeknight, you 
are doing what? l'm usu- 
ally at the wine bar! 


Bedtime: Strictly midnight. 
| never stray, ever. 


Favorite weekend activity: 
Trying to socialize with as 
many people as | can. 


What are you most proud 
of and why? I'm most 
proud of my apprecia- 
tion for learning. | try to 
improve myself in some 
way every day. 


Words of wisdom to share: 
It's really hard to drink 

too much water. Voting is 
only one part of our civic 
duty: get involved in your 
community, if you are able. 
l've found that one attracts 
more bees with honey. E 
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by Kassidy Tarala 
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The Twin Cities boast a massive number of 
hilarious GLBT stand-up comics, including, 
from left, Adam DeLong, Riley Cosgrove, 
Wendy Berkowitz, and Amanda Costner. 
Photo by Mike Hnida 


GLBT comics Wendy Berkowitz, Adam DeLong, and 
Xochi de la Luna keep the community laughing. 


Time for the main act: queer comedy! The 
Twin Cities has a bustling comedy scene, but 
some of the cities’ finest comedy acts come from 
voices that aren’t typically heard. The GLBT 
community presents a number of talented comics 
including Wendy Berkowitz, Adam DeLong, 
and Xochi de la Luna. Find out why these queer 
comedians are responsible for the outrageous 
LOLing. 

Wendy Berkowitz always had a love for 
comedy. After falling in love with the comics on 
The Tonight Show with Johnny Carson, she knew 
comedy was calling her name. Though she never 
found time for her passion while working a nine- 
to-five job, the comedy gods shed their light on 
Berkowitz, and she took the stage at an open mic 
night soon after retiring. 

As a lesbian, Berkowitz says she doesn’t think 
there is a huge presence of the GLBT community 
in the comedy world, but not because it isn’t 
being represented. 

“You don’t see many LGBTQA shows in the 
cities other than around Pride and a few others. 
I like to think that there are comedians that are 
LGBTQA, rather than we have our own comedy 
scene,” Berkowitz says. 


When Berkowitz first began doing stand- 
up, she wasn’t openly out, and she says it made 
it impossible for her routines to be authentic 
because many of her jokes involve her life and 
dating. Now that she openly identifies as lesbian, 
she says she’s unsure whether her identity in the 
GLBT community has given her career a leg up. 

“Have I been booked because I am a lesbian 
or because I am a woman, yes. Some shows are 
themed. But have I not been booked because I am 
a lesbian or a woman... probably,” she says. 

Berkowitz runs a show at Wayzata Brew Works 
called Odd Thursday Comedy Showcase every 
first and third Thursday of the month, including a 
bonus show if there is a fifth Thursday. She says 
she also hits several open mic nights around the 
Twin Cities. 

“Like most comedians, my goal is to get 
funnier, but I also have a goal to help others 
improve and get paid,” Berkowitz says. “People 
can’t pay for their groceries with drink tickets.“ 

Like Berkowitz, Adam DeLong says comedy 
always had a strong presence in his life. To 
escape the frequent bullying he faced as a child, 
DeLong turned to comedy. 


“Television and comedy were totally 


the escape until I came out of the awkward 
childhood/teenager shell and blossomed into 
the awkward early-to-mid-20s phase... yeah, that 
awkward is just there to stay,” DeLong says. “I 
started doing stand-up in the Twin Cities with the 
Funniest Person Competition at Acme and a few 
open mic nights here and there about seven or 
eight years ago.” 

Back then, DeLong says there weren’t nearly 
as many comedy nights around the cities as there 
are now, and as a bartender at the time, he often 
worked nights, which is when the few open mic 
nights obviously took place. 

While the comedy scene has definitely 
reached an uprising over the years, DeLong says 
the GLBT presence in the comedy world has also 
experienced some uptick. 

“We have members of our community 
taking to stages that they have made their own, 
performing and hosting in totally different venues 
aiming to make any and everyone who attend our 
shows feel welcome, comfortable, and ready to 
laugh,” he says. 

As for his material, DeLong uses his status as 
a gay—and dating—man for many of his jokes. 

"We've all been on Grindr/Scruff/Tinder/ 
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Jack'd/A4A etc. here in the cities... where the hell do you think I get half 
my act?!" he jokes. 

He says many faces in the crowd belong to family members and friends, 
so he always feels comfortable being his authentic self in any way he chooses. 

“I think with the shit that most of us go through in our adolescence, with 
figuring out who we are and coming out, gives us a good edge on dealing 
with tough things or looking at life in a different perspective," DeLong says. 

DeLong currently runs Stand Up St. Paul, which has shows at The 
Amsterdam Bar and Hall and the Turf Club, as well as Stand Up West Bank, 
which has shows every fourth Wednesday of the month on The Nomad 
World Pub's stage. 

Unlike DeLong and Berkowitz, Xochi de la Luna says they first got into 
comedy on a whim in 2016. After performing their first set at Acme's open 
mic night, dela Luna continued to other locations in the Twin Cities comedy 
circuit until they started booking their own gigs. 

“Just like white dudes with beards and beer bellies base a lot of their 
jokes on that experience, I have a lot of jokes that touch on my immigrant 
upbringing, my experiences as an agender trans person, and, of course, my 
life while being queer,” they say. “A lot of these identities cause all sorts of 
funny interactions with folks because they aren't the norm of this white cis- 
hetero patriarchal society." 

While there is more GLBT representation in the comedy circuit than 
ever before, de la Luna points out that, since they greatly remain the 
minority, many GLBT comics feel unable to fully express their identities 
while performing. 

"A lot of LGBTQ comedians I've met, especially if they aren't men, 
don't tend to focus a lot on gay jokes. Still, I feel like we're all a little more 
conscious about owning up to our words on and off stage," they say. 

de la Luna performs at Pangea World Theater once every other month 
beginning February 9 and at Moon Palace Books every third Friday of the 


Xochi de la Luna performs at Pangea World Theater once every other month month. ll 
beginning February 9. Photo by Clatyon Anderson 
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2018 
Lavender Community Awards 


The recipients of the Lavender Community Awards were nominated and voted for online in 
the month of November. Winners demonstrate clear dedication and leadership by being either 
out or an ally and working for the advancement of the community that is comprised of gay, 
lesbian, bisexual, transgender, queer, and allied people. Without further ado, we are proud to 
present the recipients of the 2018 Lavender Community Awards. 


WRITTEN BY KASSIDY TARALA 
PRODUCED BY CHRIS TARBOX 


Ann Dyste serves as the LGBTQ strategy manager for U.S. Bank, which is the first role of 
its kind at the corporation. In her role, Dyste cultivates an inclusive customer experience for 
LGBTQ folks, though inclusivity isn't something Dyste has always experienced in the workplace. 

"Of course, | haven't always been in this role and haven't always been out in the work- 
place. I've spent most of my career checking my true self at the door while badging in every 
day. | was good at my job and | had convinced myself that my colleagues didn’t need to know," 
Dyste says. "| traded words like ‘her’ or ‘she’ for words like ‘they’ or ‘we’ when telling stories 
about my weekend plans. It was silly and exhausting. My relationships at work were pretty 
shallow." 

But now that Dyste is out and serves the community in her new role with U.S. Bank, she is 
ensuring that others don't have to experience what she once did. Dyste says she sets up GLBT 
employees up for success by maintaining things like Pride celebrations, U.S. Bank Pride themed 
debit cards, Spectrum Business Resource Group, an GLBT flagship branch in San Francisco, 
training, supplier diversity, and community involvement. 

"Creating a culture of inclusion is the right thing to do, and, as it turns out, it's also a 
business imperative. Companies are beginning to recognize that they need us (LGBTQ people 
and other diverse communities) to realize their own potential, and that is what's empowering," 
she says. "Being out at work is still scary and not an option for some across the country. For 
that reason, | don't take for granted that | have an opportunity to have a voice for employees 
and customers." 


hoto courtesy of U.S. Bank 
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Joel Вашу 6, 


ORGANIZATIONAL INVOLVEMENT: Director of Sales and 
Marketing at Chanhassen Dinner Theatre 


Joel Rainville became invested in performance arts at a young age. With parents who 
encouraged him to take up piano, Rainville grew up playing instruments and singing in a choir, 
which led to joining the St. John's University Men's Chorus. 

“Two of my earliest arts experiences that | remember were with my family at Babar the 
Elephant at the Children’s Theatre Company as a toddler and with my mom at Peter and the 
Wolf at the Minnesota Orchestra in kindergarten. Regularly attending arts events was a part of 
my growing up,” Rainville says. 

After sticking to a path in arts, Rainville ended up at Chanhassen Dinner Theatre as the 
director of sales and marketing. 

"| was asked to serve as the director of sales and marketing on an interim capacity, and 
in early 2013 after a search and interview process, | was asked to serve in the role formally. | 
am so lucky to work for these amazing people at this magical place. It's like driving from one 
home to another every day,” Rainville says. “Everyone who works at Chanhassen is dedicated 
to ensuring that we are providing our guests with the best experience.” 

Since he was a child, Rainville has been an ally to the GLBT community. As a student at 
St. John’s University, Rainville helped start an GLBT student group called Prism, which remains 
active 22 years later. 

"| didn’t realize at the time that flying a gay pride flag from your dorm room at an all-male 
Catholic university could be considered courageous. | just thought it would show other LGBT 
students that they had a friend or a place to turn,” Rainville says. “When | was working in 
mortgage finance, | was an active member of that institution's LGBTQ employee resource club.” 

Rainville says that today more than ever, we need opportunities for people of different 
backgrounds and different ages to come together and share in an experience and be changed 
together. 

"We need the arts to remind us of our humanity so we don't forget to live, laugh, and 
love,” he says. 


Photo by Mike Hnida 


LAVENDERMAGAZINE.COM | 17 


As a regular volunteer at East Central Minnesota Pride, Julie Redpath saw the event grow 
f more and more each year. In 2010, Redpath says the Pride Planning Committee was formed, 
which is when she became a regular fixture on the committee. 
Redpath says she and her partner Rebecca Hostetler have supported the community in a 
number of ways including serving as election judges, supporting the diversity groups within 
Pine Technical & Community College and Anoka Ramsey Comunity College, and celebrat- 
ing with GLBT clergy when they are called to serve churches in ECMN. 
“When Rebecca and | moved from St. Paul to Rock Creek, we were apprehensive about 
finding a gay community and wondered if we would be able to be out as a couple,” Redpath 


says. "After meeting a few women, especially at Pride, it seemed that a women's social group = 
po 
== 
= 


would be welcome.” 

Redpath says that politically, Minnesota was in the process of proposing the constitutional 
amendment that would define marriage as only between a man and a woman, so the timing 
seemed right for creating a safe space for the discussion and organizing. 

“Our first gathering in 2008 to test the interest brought about a dozen women and a lot 
of enthusiasm. Our mailing list is up to 40 now, and we are usually a group of about 20 as we 
continue to meet monthly. What an amazing circle of friends this turned out to be,” she says. 


f 
СА 
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ORGANIZATIONAL INVOLVEMENT: Chair for East Central 
Minnesota Pride, Founder of East Central Purple Circle 
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Benjamin Rue 


ORGANIZATIONAL INVOLVEMENT: Program Coordinator 


of The Forum on Workplace Inclusion at the University of 
St. Thomas 


As the program coordinator of the nonprofit organization The Forum on Workplace Inclu- 
sion at the University of St. Thomas, Benjamin Rue is continuously donating time and energy 
to the GLBT community. 

“First and foremost, | work for a nonprofit organization, which as most who work or have 
worked in the nonprofit sector will attest, you do end up essentially donating a great deal of 
your time and effort to the work," Rue says. "I have also ridden hundreds of miles in the Red 
Ribbon Ride over the past three years, raising vital funds for HIV/AIDS awareness and research 
and to fight stigma. | and am excited to ride my fourth year this summer! " 

Additionally, Rue says he is a board member of Gay4Good Twin Cities, a nonprofit with the 
mission of changing hearts and minds by doing good. 

"We host monthly volunteer service projects with various organizations across the Twin 
Cities, including Clare Housing, House of Charity, One Heartland, Open Arms MN, Books for 
Africa, Free Bikes for Kidz, and many more," he says. "Together, in 2018, we partnered with 16 
organizations, completed over 900 hours of service, and helped thousands of people through- 
out the Twin Cities." 

Rue says his favorite part of the work he does is having the opportunity to give back to the 
community and help improve the lives of others. 

“As part of the GLBT community, | feel it is my responsibility to give back to my commu- 
nity,” he says. 


Photo by Mike Hnida 
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When St. Paul's renowned lesbian bar The Town House closed, it was a loss for the com- 
munity. For former owner Holly Monnett, it was the loss of a major part of her life. 

"| began my employment at the bar in 1974 working as a dishwasher and janitor. In 1976, 
| became a bartender and was promoted to manager in 1980," Monnett says. "At that time, 
| set my mind to one day own the business. That opportunity came in 1987 when | became 
co-owner with my longtime friend, Marty Bergman. In 1996, | became sole owner until | sold 
the business a few months ago." 

Monnett says that The Town House was different from other bars because it truly was a 
welcoming place for anyone and everyone. 

"| loved working in the background managing the business and property, which allowed 
those who loved the spotlight to shine. We are known for giving back to the community 
through fundraising efforts, and | had the pleasure of working with two of the best fundrais- 
ing experts in the Twin Cities. Mickey Short, Mary Brewster, and friends have raised tens of 
thousands of dollars over the years for animal rescue organizations and organizations for those 
living with HIV," she says. 

The Town House, once the oldest gay bar in St. Paul and second oldest in the Twin Cities, 
was beloved for its dance nights, drag shows, karaoke, and multiple charitable drives and 
events. Over the 44 years of working at The Town House, Monnett says she had a great career 
filled with the best coworkers and customers. 

"The Town House was the foundation of my life, both professionally and socially. | cared deeply 
for my employees and often times included them in decision-making when changes needed to be 
made, which in turn created a comfortable working environment for all," Monnett says. 


Photos courtesy of Holly Monnett 


Serving veterans from all walks of life, the Minnesota Assistance Council for Veterans pro- 
vides housing, employment assistance, and other resources to veterans in need, including GLBT 
veterans who often struggle with homelessness and acceptance. 

According to MACV COO Jon Lovald, GLBT veterans have historically received dishonor- 
able discharges from the military if they ever came out. Because of this, many GLBT veterans 
struggle to find veteran-designated assistance because of their inability to wear the title that 
they deserve. 

"If you're a veteran, there are more services available to you than just the average person," 
Lovald says. "If you aren't associated as a veteran, you are eliminated from those services. 
Minnesota Assistance Council for Veterans There's a lot of social stigma preventing them from getting resources they need and deserve." 

MACV helps GLBT veterans change the status of their discharge from dishonorable to 
honorable or find housing and other resources that are not available to them through other 
organizations. 

"So many veterans aren't even officially labeled veterans, so MACV helps achieve this 
status for them. We're now in a much better place as far as making the military a more welcom- 
ing place to GLBT folks, women, and other minorities, but we still have work to do," he says. 


Photo courtesy of David Nguyen 


Ending Veteran Homelessness in Minnesota 


Minnesota Assistance 
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Queer Content and Creativity Shimmered 
Throughout the 2018 Twin Cities theater Scene 


BY JOHN TOWNSEND 


Let’s get real. The blending of queer and 
non-queer collaborators in the service of artis- 
tic creation is fundamental. GLBT talent mar- 
ried with straight talent has forever given the 
world marvelous examples of artistry. It’s one 
area of society where the polarities melt into 
unity. For the longest time, however, queer- 
oriented plays were either in code or not even 
existent. But the tide could not be held back. 
Times have changed and there’s much more 
and varied GLBT representation. 

One of this year’s most noticeable develop- 
ments was that some of the best queer-themed 
playwriting of the decade was done right here 
in the Twin Cities by small, humble theater 
troupes—the Flannel Mafia Group and Upris- 
ing Productions. Both companies played at 
the Phoenix Theater, which has become a vital 
space for queer fare, as Patrick’s Cabaret end- 
ed its historic 32-year run this past year. 

In 2018, there also seemed to be more 
richly drawn same-sex love relationships than 
have been seen. This is extremely important 
because gay representations of what goes right 
and what doesn’t in love are crucial for gay 


men and lesbians to absorb in order to enrich 
their understandings of romantic bonds in the 
complex world we live in. The more varied and 
many the representations, the better. 

In pleasing contrast, larger companies, such 
as Artistry Theater, gave us gay icon Stephen 
Sondheim’s most difficult and beautiful work, 
Follies, exemplifying a gay man’s wise insights 
on hetero relationships. There were also two 
productions of gay renegade Jean Genet that 
chose to mine lesbian undercurrents in The 
Maids produced by Dark & Stormy and one by 
Phoenix Theater. Something also notable was 
the seamless integration of gay roles among a 
majority of straight roles іп 7 Come From Arizona 
at Children's Theatre and Gloria at Mixed Blood. 

Cross-gender casting has perhaps never 
been so widely well done as over the past year, 
ranging from a 17th century classic like The 
Roaring Girl from Classical Actors Ensemble 
to the lyrical dat Black Mermaid Man Lady 
at Pillsbury House. Interracial love between 
women was wrenchingly portrayed in Park 
Square's Cardboard Piano and vulnerably be- 
tween men in Penumbra's This Bitter Earth. 


Inversely, the deconstruction of masculinity in 
Dustin Bronson's wrenching turn in Gremlin's 
A Steady Rain and deconstruction of femininity 
in Katherine Ferrand's seething turn in Frank 
Theatre’s The Visit, reminded us that the stage 
is ground zero for examining the complexity of 
gender roles, and that no matter what our sex- 
ual orientation or gender identity may be, such 
deconstruction is vital to understanding others. 

It was also the centennial of the birth of 
gay musical giant, Leonard Bernstein, splen- 
didly remembered in the Guthrie's West Side 
Story revival and in the Dear Lenny revue 
from Chronofon at Open Eye Theatre. The 
Lavender Scare targeting those suspected 
of homosexuality during the McCarthy Era, 
which permeated the zeitgeist of the closeted 
Bernstein's hey-day, was viscerally recalled 
in Minnesota Opera's Fellow Travelers. That 
said, the unspoken nature of gayness even in 
our own supposedly open time was shrewdly 
conveyed in Mixed Blood's Gloria. And as if it 
even needs to be said, GLBT talent likely runs 
through most major local theaters, so as they 
Say... you never know! 


© BEST PRODUCTIONS 8. Peter and Alice, Candid 
1. Follies, Artistry Theater Theater 
2. Noises Off, Guthrie Theater 9. Hand to God, Jungle Theater 
3. The Roaring Girl, Classical 10, (Way Tie) Denial, Segue 
Actors Ensemble Productions T 
4. Room Enough, Flannel Mafia Is God Is, Mixed Bloo 
Theatre 
Theater Group The Т, T 
5. Twisted Deaths, Uprising еен еше 
| Coup d’Etat 
Productions 
6. Awake and Sing!, Artistry © OPERA PRODUCTION A ж, 
Theater OF THE YEAR a 
7. West Side Story, Guthrie Fellow Travelers, Minnesota 
Theater Opera 
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THEATER ARTISTS 

OF THE YEAR 

-Bradley Greenwald, Actor- 
Performer, Dear Lenny: Bern- 
stein’s Life in Songs & Letters, 
Open Eye Figure Theatre/ 
Chronofon Productions; Fol- 
lies, Artistry Theater; Nut- 
cracker (not so) Suite, James 
Sewell Ballet 

-Kiara Jackson, Actress, Card- 
board Piano, Park Square The- 
atre & The Miracle Worker, Yel- 
low Tree Theatre 

Sally Wingert, Actress, night Moth- 
er, Dark & Stormy Productions & 
Guess Whos Coming to Dinner, 
Noises Off, Guthrie Theater 


OPERA PERFORMANCE 
OF THE YEAR 

Seth Carico, Dead Man Walk- 
ing, Minnesota Opera 


BEST DIRECTION 
-Meredith McDonough, Noises 
Off, Guthrie Theatre 
-Benjamin McGovern, Awake 
and Sing! and Follies, Artistry 
Theater 


BEST ACTRESSES 

-Muriel Bonertz, Denial, Segue 
Productions 

-Meri Golden, Peter and Alice, 
Candid Theater & The Tem- 
pest, Theatre Coup d’Etat 


SUPERIOR ACTRESSES 
-Katherine Ferrand, The Visit, 
Frank Theatre 

-Kate Guentzel, Awake and 
Sing!, Artistry 

-Linda Kelsey, Taking Shake- 
speare, Gremlin Theatre 

-Greta Oglesby, Last Stop on 
Market Street, Children’s The- 
atre Company 

-Austene Van, West of Central, 
Pillsbury House Theatre 


BEST ACTORS 

-Dustin Bronson, A Steady 
Rain, Gremlin Theatre 

-Aleks  Knezevich,  Disneys 
Newsies, Chanhassen Dinner 
Theatres 


y 


T) 
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SUPERIOR ACTORS 

-Peter Hansen, Dial M for Mur- 
der, Gremlin Theatre 

-Marc Koeck, West Side Story, 
Guthrie Theater 

-Riley O'Toole, Hand to God, 
Jungle Theater 

John A.W. Stephens, Taking 
Shakespeare, Gremlin Theatre 
-David Wasserman, Peter and 
Alice, Candid Theater 


BEST SUPPORTING 
ACTRESSES 

-Catie Bair, The Miracle Work- 
er, Yellow Tree Theatre 

-Holly Windle, Twisted Deaths, 
Uprising Theatre 


OUTSTANDING 
SUPPORTING 
ACTRESSES 

-Joy Dolo, Is God Is, Mixed 
Blood Theatre 

-Deb Haas, Princess Ida, The 
Gilbert & Sullivan Very Light 
Opera Company 

-Katherine Kupiecki, /deation, 
Gremlin Theatre 

-Kelly Nelson, Marisol, The- 
atre Coup d'Etat & The Maids, 
Phoenix Theater 

-Wendy Short-Hays, Follies, 
Artistry Theater 


BEST SUPPORTING 
ACTORS 

-Scott Gilbert, Room Enough, 
Flannel Mafia Theatre Group 
-Peter Simmons, Equivocation, 
Walking Shadow Theatre & 
Romeo and Juliet, Park Square 
Theatre 


SUPERIOR SUPPORTING 
ACTORS 

-Paul R. Coate, Follies, Artist- 
ry Theater 

-Craig Hostetler, Marisol, The- 
atre Coup d’Etat 

-Duane O. Koivisto, Denial, 
Segue Productions 

-Kirkaldy Myers, Is God Is, 
Mixed Blood Theatre 

-Matt Saxe, Peter and Alice, 
Candid Theater 


= YEAR 
2010 
IN 


Taking Shakespeare. Photo by Sarah Bauer 
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Hamilton. Photo by Joan Marcus 
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© BEST GENDER NON-CONFORMING 
PERFORMANCES 
-Tovah Feldshuh, Dancing With Giants, Il- 
lusion Theater 
-Meredith Kind, The Roaring Girl, Classical 
Actors Ensemble 
-Kenyai O'Neal, dat Black Mermaid Man 
Lady, Pillsbury House Theatre 


© SUPERIOR GENDER NON-CON- 
FORMING PERFORMANCES 
-McKenna Kelly-Eiding, Baskerville: A Sher- 
lock Holmes Mystery, Park Square Theatre 
-PaviElle French, dat Black Mermaid Man 
Lady, Pillsbury House Theatre 
-Gabriel Murphy, The Visit, Frank Theatre 
-Anthony Neuman, Twisted Deaths, Upris- 
ing Theatre 
-Mohamed Yabdri, The Visit, Frank Theatre 


© BEST ROMANTIC CHEMISTRY 
-Kiara Jackson & Adelin Phelps, Cardboard 
Piano, Park Square Theatre 
-Charliey Libra & Colton Moyer, Room 
Enough, Flannel Mafia Theatre Group 
-Kevin Fanshaw & Jon-Michael Reese, This 
Bitter Earth, Penumbra Theatre 
-Sha Cage & Quinn Franzen, Familiar, 
Guthrie Theater 


© BEST ANTAGONISTIC CHEMISTRY 
-Elijah Alexander & Zachary Fine, Franken- 
stein: Playing With Fire, Guthrie Theater 
-Catie Bair & Kiara Jackson, The Miracle 
Worker, Yellow Tree Theatre 
-Nichole Carey & Katie Starks, The Maids, 
Phoenix Theater 
-Kathryn Fumie & Tom Reed, Gloria, Mixed 
Blood Theatre 


© BEST MULTI-CHARACTER 
PERFORMANCES 
-Ricardo Beaird, Baskerville: A Sherlock 
Holmes Mystery, Park Square Theatre 
-Seth Matz, The Laramie Project: 10 Years 
Later, Uprising Theatre 


© NOTABLE PERFORMANCES 
Jennifer Blagen, The Wolves, Jungle Theater 
-Pearce Bunting, The Great Society, History 
Theatre 
-Heather Burmeister, Wait Until Dark, The- 
atre in the Round 
-Sabrina Diehl, Marisol, Theater Coup 
d'Etat 
-Julie Ann Greif, The Bassett Table, Persis- 
tent Theatre Productions 


-Brian Joyce, Ideation, Gremlin Theatre 
-Jeffrey Haas, Hot Funky Butt Jazz, Interact 
Theatre 

-John Heimbuch, Equivocation, Walking 
Shadow Theatre Company 

-Paul LaNave, Romeo and Juliet, Park 
Square Theatre 

-Tracey Maloney, Hand to God, Jungle Theater 
-Jason Rojas, Romeo and Juliet, Park Square 
Theatre 

-Mike Tober, The Metromaniacs, Theatre in 
the Round Players 


© BEST PRODUCTIONS FROM 
OUT OF TOWN 
-Corteo, Cirque du Soleil 
-Electricity, The Cabaret at Camp Bar 
-Hamilton, Hennepin Theatre Trust 
-The Humans, Hennepin Theatre Trust 
-Hype Man, Boston's Company One Theatre 
at Mixed Blood Theatre 


© BEST PERFORMANCES FROM 
OUT OF TOWN 
-Richard Thomas, The Humans, Hennepin 
Theatre Trust 
-Mel England, Electricity, The Cabaret at 
Camp Bar 


© BEST CHOREOGRAPHY 
-Tamara Kangas Erickson, Disney’s Newsies, 
Chanhassen Dinner Theatres 
-Kelli Foster Warder, Five Points, Theater 
Latte Da 


© BEST MUSIC DIRECTION 
-Mark Hartman, West Side Story, Guthrie 
Theater 
-Anita Ruth, Follies, Artistry Theater 


© BEST STAGE COMBAT DIRECTION 
-Annie Enneking, Equivocation, Walking 
Shadow Theatre Company 
-Doug Scholz-Carlson, Romeo and Juliet, 
Park Square Theatre 


© BEST VOCAL DIALOGUE 
COACHING 
-Keely Woolter, Awake and Sing!, Artistry 
Theater 
-Kari Steinbach, The Metromaniacs, Theatre 
in the Round Players 


© BEST SET DESIGN 
-Small House: Andrew Lester, The Maids, 
Phoenix Theater 
-Large House: Kate Sutton-Johnson, Noises 
Off, Guthrie Theater 
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© BEST COSTUME 


DESIGN 

-Small Troupe: Kathy Kohl, The 
Visit, Frank Theatre 

-Large Troupe: Raquel Barre- 
to, Frankenstein: Playing With 
Fire, Guthrie Theater 


© BEST LIGHTING 


DESIGN 

-Small House: Jake Otto, Twist- 
ed Deaths, Uprising Theatre 
& Carl Schoenborn, A Steady 
Rain, Gremlin Theatre 

-Large House: Bradley King, 
West Side Story, Guthrie The- 
ater 


© BEST ACHIEVEMENT IN 


REPERTORY ENSEMBLE 
AND DESIGN 

-Measure for Measure in reper- 
tory with Women Beware Wom- 
en, Classical Actors Ensemble 


© BEST MUSIC AND 


SOUNDSCAPE 
COMPOSITIONS 

-John Hilsen, The Minotaur: 
or Amelia Earhart is Alive and 
Traveling in the Underworld, 
Sheep Theater 

-Mankwe Ndosi, dat Black 
Mermaid Man Lady, Pillsbury 
House Theatre 


© BEST NEW MUSICAL 


SCORE AND LYRICS 
-Aaron Gabriel, Hot Funky Butt 
Jazz, Interact 

-Ethan Pakchar & Douglas Ly- 
ons (music) & Douglas Lyons 
(lyrics), Five Points, Theater 
Latte Da 


© BEST SOUND DESIGN 


-Andrew Mayer, Awake and 
Sing!, Artistry Theater 
-Peter Morrow, Baskerville: A 


Sherlock Holmes Mystery, Park 
Square Theatre 


© BEST NEW 


PLAYWRITING 

-Shannon TL Kearns, Twisted 
Deaths, Uprising Theatre 
-Robb Krueger, Room Enough, 
Flannel Mafia Theatre Group 


© OUTSTANDING NEW 


PLAYWRITING 

-Christina Ham, West of Cen- 
tral, Pillsbury House Theatre 
-Sammi Pfeffer, The Children's 
Play, Gadfly Theatre 

-Harrison David Rivers, This 
Bitter Earth, Penumbra The- 
atre & the book for Five Points, 
Theater Latte Da 


© OUTSTANDING NEW 


MUSICAL ADAPTATION 
-Cheryl L. West, adaptor 
of Last Stop on Market Street, 


| | 
The Tempest. Photo by 
| Craig James Hostetler 


| 


from Matt de la Репа» book; 
music and lyrics by Lamont 
Dozier and Paris Ray Dozier, 
Children's Theatre Company. li 
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LEATHER LIFE | BY STEVE LENIUS | PHOTOS BY STEVE LENIUS 


Tommy Rosengren Is Mr. Minneapolis Eagle 2019 


On Saturday evening, Nov. 17, at the eagleBOLT- 
bar in Minneapolis, Tommy Rosengren was selected 
as Mr. Minneapolis Eagle 2019. The announcement 
was the high point of an event-filled Mr. Minneapolis 
Eagle 2019 contest weekend. 

All weekend events were held at eagleBOLT- 
bar in Minneapolis. The weekend's action started 
Thursday evening, Nov. 15, with a pre-weekend 
social presented by BLUF Minneapolis, a group for 
those into breeches and leather uniforms, followed 
by bingo supporting The Aliveness Project. On Fri- 
day evening, Nov. 16, the weekend's contestants and 
judges were introduced at a Greet the Meat event. 

On Saturday afternoon, three Kink U educa- 
tional sessions were presented by Titans of the Mid- 
west, a leather club dedicated to education. A panel 
discussion on the evolution of Minnesota's leather 
scene was followed by workshops on whip and flog- 
ger basics taught by Dylan and The Good Touch 
Games presented by Pup Havoc. 

Saturday evening's contest opened with a bless- 
ing by the Ladies of the Lakes, the Twin Cities house 
of The Sisters of Perpetual Indulgence. The blessing 
was followed by toasts in memory of the late Sam 
Carlisle, a frequent judge of the contest, and the late 
Greg Glass, a longtime bartender at eagleBOLTbar. 
There also was, in anticipation of the Transgender 
Day of Remembrance on Nov. 20, a moment of si- 
lence to honor the memory of those whose lives 
were lost in acts of anti-transgender violence. 

Then, a major announcement: next year's Mr. 
Minneapolis Eagle contest will be joined by a Ms. 
Minneapolis Eagle contest. And with that, the eve- 
ning's contest got under way. 

Three men competed for the Mr. Minneapolis 
Eagle 2019 title sash: Kitten Glitter, Tommy Rosen- 
gren and Drew. The contestants were first intro- 
duced during the traditional Keg Walk, where each 
contestant carried an (empty) beer keg through 
the crowd to the stage. (In a first for the Mr. Min- 
neapolis Eagle contest, Kitten Glitter was carried in 
on someone's shoulder while an entourage carried 
the keg.) 

Speeches during the speech segment of the con- 
test dealt with bullying, body image, superheroes 
and emotional support. It was a pleasant surprise to 
see the audience at this year's contest being unusu- 
ally respectful of, and attentive to, the contestants 
when they were onstage. 

The final competition segment was the perfor- 
mance of a fantasy, or erotic skit. All three contes- 
tants' fantasy performances were seduction and 
domination scenes, but each contestant put their 
own spin on the concept. Kitten Glitter's fantasy was 
a highly choreographed, mesmerizing ballet. Rosen- 
gren's fantasy featured a pack of farmhands, while 
Drew portrayed a superhero with a red cape (and 
he worked the cape very well). 

The fantasy performances were followed by 
another special announcement: the formation of 
Twin Cities Spectrum, a group for people of color 
interested in leather and kink. Then, as the evening 
drew to a close, Mr. Minneapolis Eagle 2018 Randy 
Ingram-Lile gave a moving, powerful and heartfelt 
step-aside speech before taking off the Mr. Minne- 
apolis Eagle title sash and putting it on his successor 
'Tommy Rosengren. 
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Left to right-Kitten Glitter; Tommy Rosengren, Mr. Minneapolis Eagle 2019; and Drew. 
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Drew during his superhero fantasy performance. 


Judges for the contest were Gerald “Daddy G” 
Cernak, Mr. Chicago Leather 2017; katherine, a.k.a. 
HowMaylServe; Bull Baugh, Mr. Iowa Leather 
2018; Pup Buster, Mr. Twin Cities Leather 2018; 
Mike Sletten; Evie Bea-Pan, Ms. Minnesota Leather 
Pride 2018; and Randy Ingram-Lile, Mr. Minneapolis 
Eagle 2018. Returning as Master of Ceremonies 
was Brent Fourre. Bootblack for the weekend was 
Sparkie Perdue, visiting from Wisconsin. Sponsors 
of the weekend were eagleBOLTbar, Everett Allen 
Photography and the North Star Puppy and Handler 
Contest Weekend. 

As Mr. Minneapolis Eagle 2019, Rosengren will 
represent eagleBOLTbar and Minnesota’s leather 
community in the 41st annual International Mr. 
Leather competition (www.imrl.com), May 23-27, 
2019 (Memorial Day weekend) in Chicago. Ё 
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Tommy Rosengren, Mr. Minneapolis Eagle 2019. 
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Farm Boy: A Memoir with Recipes 


Mark Abramson 
Minnesota Boy Press 
$15; $4.99 Kindle 


The prequel to Minnesota Boy (2017), 
Abramson starts from a Copperfieldian “I 
am born,” and takes the reader to nineteen, 
heading for Europe in Band of America, 
1975. Like many gay youngsters, Abramson 
knew he was “different”, but as an isolated 
farm boy, he hadn't the words or context 
to pin down the whys and whats. Perhaps 
a good thing. Rare in memoirs, Abramson 
relates a happy childhood, recording not ex- 
istential angst and cruel parents, but life in 
a loving—if not demonstrative—family with 
pragmatic yet caring parents, doing their 
best to raise three girls and their much 
younger son. The whole is shot through 
with recipes, including “Fluffy Beer Batter 
for Rocky Mountain Oysters” should you 
have the urge to whip some up. 


Gay, Inc.: The Nonprofitization 
of Queer Politics 


Myrl Beam 
University of Minnesota Press 


Author Beam questions, through 
personal experience within the nonprofit 
system, how the nonprofits’ expansion and 
proliferation has both helped and hindered 
the GLBT cause. Does the system itself 
aggravate the very inequalities that activists 
work to eliminate? Was the narrow focus on 
GLBT marriage more relevant to affluent 
gays? Should that focus now be broadened 
in the face of increasing pressure to regu- 
late and police gender and sexuality? To- 
gether with research and interviews, Beam 
presents four case studies, in Chicago and 
in Minneapolis. The rise and demise of Dis- 
trict 202 in Minneapolis questions whether 
the nonprofit infrastructure is truly benign. 
A thought-provoking work that leads to no 
easy solutions while raising many questions 
about wealth and privilege within the GLBT 
community itself. Consider the subtitle. 


- | 


_ STEVEN J. ZIPPERSTEIN 


POGROM 


KISHINEV AND THE TILT OF HISTORY, 


Pogrom: Kishinev and the Tilt of History 


Steven J. Zipperstein 
Liveright 
$27.95 


In the provincial Russian town of 
Kishinev, post-Easter celebration frequently 
led to the harassment of Jewish citizens, but 
in 1903, 49 died, 600 were raped or wound- 
ed, shops and dwellings destroyed. News 
travelled far and fast, Hearst reporters and 
local anti-Semite Pavel Krushevan (author, 
Protocols of the Elders of Zion) reported. 
Plays, poems, songs mythologized, raising 
relief funds; Russians likening Kishinev to 
the U.S.’s treatment of blacks helped birth 
the NAACP. Was the massacre a "natural" 
event in usually peaceful Kishinev, or or- 
chestrated by the government? Zipperstein, 
professor of Jewish Culture and History at 
Stanford University, relates documented 
events, using new evidence to clarify and 
demythologize without diminishing the 
horror of the massacre or losing sight of 
its importance for history and for our own 
time. 


Tales from Fairyland Anthology 


Joe Cosentino 
Joe Cosentino 
$12.99 


Here, for the Cosentino aficionado's 
delight or to give that special person as 
very special stocking-stuffer, is not just one, 
but a two-volume collection of lavender 
tales; The Naked Prince and other Tales 
from Fairyland and Holiday Tales from 
Fairyland. Known for his exotic blends of 
romance, humor, and mystery, Cosentino 
has appeared in Lavender's pages before 
with entrants from his Cozzi Cove, Nicky 
and Noah mysteries, Bobby and Paulo 
series. Right now, settle in with "The 
Naked Prince", as strapping young Cinder 
dances with said Prince at the Palace 
Ball, “Christmas in Fairyland (Who Killed 
Clara?)" and five others. You'll never look 
at three bears, Sleepy Hollow's legend, 
that wooden fellow with the long... nose, in 
quite the same way. Naughty and Nice! ll 


‘The ee a you c can x 


өөө 


is the care and support 


thay need 


Let’s talk about The Terraces at Abiitan’s 
unique Inclusive Assisted Living rate and 
Lifetime Price-lock and what that could 
mean for you and your loved one. 


Call for our list of the five important things 
to look for when spending time with aging 
loved ones this holiday season! 


612.504.5202 


“This special pricing offer is limited. 


Contact us for more information. 


THE 


TERRACES 
^. ATABIITAN 


55+ Independent Living 
Assisted Living | Memory Care 


612.504.5202 
= www. abiitan .org ຮາວ 


428 South 2nd Street Minneapolis, MN 55401 
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Hope House of St. Croix Valley offers assistance to individuals diagnosed with HIV. Photo by Kristina Lynn 


Home of High Hopes 


St. Croix Valley Hope House provides more than just a home for individuals living with HIV. 


For 25 years, Hope House has been providing 
love, support, and shelter to people with HIV diag- 
noses. As a nonprofit organization, Hope House is 
focusing and serving the community and provid- 
ing a safe and happy home for those living with 
HIV. So far, Hope House has been able to serve 86 
clients from all walks of life. Of these, 75 percent 
have been male who face a serious risk of home- 
lessness without the support of Hope House. 

"Hope House provides a home for individuals 
with HIV who can no longer live independently. 
The alternative for many of our residents would 
be homelessness or living in another, less inde- 
pendent institution such as a nursing home,” says 
Hope House Executive Director Bill Tiedemann. 

Tiedemann says Hope House is also a cost ef- 
fective alternative to traditional nursing homes, 
and it includes many more health care services 
tailored to people living with HIV. 

In 1991, Hope House was founded by Teresa 
and Casey VanderBent along with a task force of 
seven founding members with the mission of pro- 
viding a nonjudgmental home with compassion- 
ate care for everyone living with HIV. 

When Hope House first started, the Vander- 
Bents say they did not receive community sup- 
port. Instead, they were sent hate mail and their 
children received threats. To combat the negativ- 
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ity, the VanderBents found a safe haven in the ec- 
umenical community, where they were endorsed 
by different congregations. 

From there, they were able to get a house, 
funding, volunteers, and a sense of trust within 
the broader community. In 1993, Hope House 
welcomed home its first client. 

While Hope House focuses on serving clients 
living with HIV, its residents are also working 
through a variety of other ailments, from Hepa- 
titis C to drug addiction. Hope House recognizes 
that HIV and other health struggles often go 
hand-in-hand, and they have the resources, time, 
and respect to help its clients overcome whatever 
obstacles they might be facing. 

Located in Stillwater, Hope House has be- 
come a fixture in the community over the past 25 
years. Tiedemann says they pride themselves on 
being able to provide an environment filled with 
love, dignity, and respect, which he says are core 
values that we all deserve. 

“We have a reputation to be proud of, and our 
founders helped create that," he says. 

On Dec. 3, 2018, Hope House celebrated 25 
years since the day it welcomed its first client by 
hosting a dinner for its current clients. In spring 
2019, Tiedemann says Hope House will open 
the celebration to its founders and community 


Hope House recently celebrated the 25th Anniversary of 
its services. Photo by BillTiedemann 


members by unveiling its strategic direction for 
the next three to five years and introducing the 
"Hope House heroes", the individuals who made 
Hope House what it is today. 

“Hope House is a transformative place where 
are clients restore faith in themselves and hope 
for the future," Tiedemann says. 

Hope House hires staff members and vol- 
unteers, and it accepts donations and advocacy 
support from community members who are in- 
terested in getting involved with the organization. 

For more information about Hope House, visit 
hopehousescv.org. li 


Q Swedish Our Motto: 


= М otors Do it right or not at all! 


The Twin Cities’ premiere independent 
Volvo Sales & Repair Shop 


Please consider us for all of 
your Volvo needs and refer your friends! 


Е рева Lee 432 11th Ave. S. * Hopkins 
QUIM REE Conveniently located off 
Ка Arnold бы. 3 Hwy 169 & Excelsior Blvd. 
Funeral Director Lace Doo L rMagazin Justin Christenson (612) 803-5661 
Стар www.swedishmotorsmn.com 
Jason Schuck 
Directors Assistant 


[5 David Lee Funeral Home 
n reme GAINSWAVE IS A DRUG- & SURGERY-FREE, NON-INVASIVE 


TREATMENT FOR MEN TO OPTIMIZE SEXUAL FUNCTION 
AND REVERSE THE EFFECTS OF ERECTILE DYSFUNCTION (ED). 


952-473-5577 
www.davidleefuneralhome.com 
1220 East Wayzata Boulevard 

Wayzata, Minnesota 55391 


E] 


Where Service is Tradition. — 


HOME CARE e 


© 
© 
Ө Ir 
ComForCare ©! 
© 
© 
© 


Our quality caregivers have received custom training. 
Your dementia caregiver will: 
© Implement proven practices for dementia care ® 
© Follow strategies to decrease challenging GAI NS\VVave 
dementia behavior a E> 
ГГ 


e Meet physical and emotional needs 
e Engage in meaningful activities 


With ComForCare at your side, you can expect customized 
care that focuses on your loved one’s needs and preferences 
and so much more. 

NT 
Sam 


DementiaWise 


Paula Anderson, MS, LADC, Owner-Manager 9800 Shelard Parkway #212B 


Robert Reynnells, Owner-Manager Plymouth, MN 55441 
(651) 333-4244 | ComForCare.com 


LAVENDERMAGAZINE.COM | 29 


The Best “Ride Reviews” of 2018 


BY RANDY STERN | PHOTOS BY RANDY STERN 


What a year it has been! 

We pretty much outdid ourselves on bring- 
ing you some of the finest automobiles in this 
column. We know that not everyone is inter- 
ested in a 505-horsepower Italian sports sedan 
or a 471-horsepower grand touring coupe with 
a price tag of over $100,000. That is why we 
also bring vehicles that are closer to what we 
drive—such as a couple of small SUVs made 
for the densest of neighborhoods. 

This year, we want to present five of our best 
“Ride Reviews” of 2018. We also want to look 
forward into 2019 on vehicles we will be work- 
ing on for the newly rebranded “Our Rides” col- 
umn. We still love cars, trucks, and SUVs, but 
we also know that your want of mobility ranges 
to motorcycles, bicycles, public transportation, 
and so forth. Plus, this column will be focusing 
on maintaining your vehicle and the contribu- 
tion our community has on your transportation 
needs. 

Let’s finish up 2018 with these—our best 
“Ride Reviews” of the year: 


© ALFA ROMEO GIULIA: Fiat Chrysler Au- 
tomobiles heralded the return of Alfa Romeo 
to our shores with a mid-engine two-seater 
coupe. Since then, they have concentrated on 
a sedan and an SUV—both available with a 
505-horsepower twin-turbocharged V6 devel- 
oped by Ferrari. We had the sedan version of 
the Quadrifoglio, the Giulia. It is part-race car, 
part-touring sedan. This combination delivers 
on the desires of Italian car enthusiasts. Put it 
in Track Mode—if you dare! 


© HONDA ACCORD: The original Accord 
propelled Honda to new heights back in 1976. 
'This latest edition continues to propel Honda 
further. Its sharp design, all-turbocharged line- 
up—along with its superb hybrid system —and 
incredible cabin created the basis of the new 


OUR RIDES: 


Accord for the future. The one thing you can- 
not fault is its distinctive design and overall 
execution. If you are looking for a sedan that 
stands out in the crowd and delivers on the 
promise of excellence, check out the newest 
Accord. 


© KIA STINGER: This was the car you nev- 
er expected from Kia. This four-door hatch- 
back was designed as a touring car than just 
mere basic transportation. It is an exciting 
choice for the enthusiast to enjoy a premium 
car at a more affordable price. The twin-tur- 
bocharged V6 delivers on both offthe-ine 
performance and long distance engagement. 
The hatchback offers a practical side that 
most customers want. In all, the Stinger will 
become your new best friend with its charms 
and capabilities. 


© LEXUS LC: It began as a show-stopping 
concept car. It would evolve unscathed as the 
halo vehicle for Lexus. A 2+2 grand touring 
coupe that offers no apologies, loads of style, 
and a choice of propulsion. The Hybrid is 
great for long distance touring with its great 
fuel economy and fuel range. For more sport- 
ing adventures, the V8 delivers with a mass of 
power to befit its looks. No matter which LC 
you choose, it promises to deliver an experi- 
ence, unlike any Lexus before it. 


© TOYOTA CAMRY: Toyota's CEO called it 
"sexy." It's more than just its looks. This pop- 
ular mid-sized sedan has set the bar for the 
class and still brings customers to its clutches. 
It offers plenty of style, performance, space, a 
comfortable ride, and more. Plus, you get the 
option of a strong hybrid driveline delivering 
amazing fuel economy. As you settle into the 
new Camry, know that it is no longer just a 
four-door appliance. It has transformed into a 
wonderful sedan to own. 
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© VOLVO XC40: Volvo can do no wrong. 
This was proven with its newest and smallest 
vehicle—a small SUV made for urban living. 
The size is right, and it offers more than meets 
the eye. A powerful turbocharged engine pro- 
vides more than enough power to get through 
winter and into an adventure near you. The 
cabin is pure Volvo —with a few twists, such 
as our R Design’s tester with lava and black 
finishes. Plus, you can subscribe to one for an 
inclusive monthly cost. 


© VOLKSWAGEN JETTA: Coming out of 
the TDI Scandal, Volkswagen needed to do 
something extraordinary to bring back cus- 
tomers to their fold. They looked at their most 
popular vehicle—the Jetta—and reinvented it. 
It is larger, more spacious, loaded with the lat- 
est technology, built much safer, and yielded 
TDLlike fuel economy figures. All from a 
small and very motivated turbocharged en- 
gine. This is the car that will bring you back 
to Volkswagen. 

...and, now, a look at some possible rides 
for 2019! They could soon appear on these 
pages... 


© ACURA КОХ: After years of finding itself 
and its purpose, Acura redesigned its compact 
SUV into something very desirable. The design 
will lure you in, while its cabin and cargo hold 
will seal the deal. Powered by a turbocharged 
engine, its all-wheel-drive system is designed 
to keep you on the road in the worst conditions. 
Through every inch is Acura’s new approach 


2019 Nissan Altima 


_| 2019 Volkswagen Jetta 


to their brand—a return to exciting new ve- 
hicles that are based on overall performance 
and occupant engagement. 


© CHEVROLET SILVERADO: The gaunt- 
let thrown by the Ford F-150 has been an- 
swered by General Motors. Their approach is 
to lose weight, keep up its strong construc- 
tion with a mix of materials throughout, ex- 
pand the engine choices to include a turbo- 
charged four-cylinder and a new diesel, and to 
deliver all of this through design innovation 
and greater capacity. The new Silverado is 
bolder and more distinctive of a pickup truck 
that will make work and play easier to live with. 


© NISSAN ALTIMA: The Camry and Ac- 
cord may get all of the attention, they will have 
to step aside for the moment. An all-new Altima 
has arrived. The new mid-sized sedan incor- 
porates Nissan’s new design language, distin- 
guishing it from the rest of the segment. Inside 
is a more engaging interior with updated tech- 
nology and improved safety functionality. This 
will be the first Altima with a turbocharged en- 
gine and all-wheel drive available. This is defi- 
nitely not your typical Altima—not anymore. 


© SUBARU ASCENT: One of our favorite 
brands have finally developed a three-row SUV 
for all of us. The Ascent is now built on a new 
global platform designed to underpin all of its 
future products—a lighter, more concentrated 
construction that is also flexible in design. 
What has not changed is the standard all-wheel 
drive—one of the best systems of its kind out 


2019 Subaru Ascent 


Alfa Romeo Giulia 


there. The Ascent is now the Subaru you want 
for the rainbow family. 


© VOLKSWAGEN ARTEON: The new en- 
try from Wolfsburg follows a new trend in 
cars in this country—the mid-sized four-door 
hatchback. Its approach is to create an upmar- 
ket entry with plenty of space and practicality 
while delivering on turbocharged performance 
with a style that is unique and stand out. Not to 
mention, the latest in Volkswagen technology 
and driver assistance features. In a nutshell, 
the Arteon is set to deliver on these promises. 


© VOLVO S60: Never has a Volvo been pro- 
duced in the USA. The new plant near Charles- 
ton, South Carolina is producing an all-new S60 
for the world. The new sedan will offer a variety 
of power options, including a performance-based 
plug-in hybrid. This rounds out Volvo's program 
to revamp their entire lineup. In a highly com- 
petitive segment, the S60 should deliver more 
of what Volvo has been doing lately—creating 
great fresh vehicles with superb execution. E 
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Community Connection brings 
visibility to local GLBT-friendly non- 
profit organizations. To reserve your 
listing in Community Connection, 
call 612-436-4698 or email advertis- 
ing @lavendermagazine.com. 


AIDS/HIV INFO & TREATMENT 


The Aliveness Project 

Community Center for individuals living 
with HIV/AIDS - on-site meals, food shelf, 
and supportive services. 

3808 Nicollet Ave. S. 

Minneapolis, MN 55409 

(612) 824-LIFE (5433) 
www.aliveness.org 


U of MN HIV Research Studies 

Looking for HIV+ and HIV- individuals to 
participate in research studies. 

420 Delaware St. SE 

Minneapolis, MN 55455 

(612) 625-7472 


hiv.umn.edu 


ANIMAL RESCUE 


Second Chance Animal Rescue 
Dedicated to rescuing, fostering, caring 
for, and adopting out dogs and cats into 
forever homes. 

P.O. Box 10533 

White Bear Lake, MN 55110 

(651) 771-5662 


www.secondchancerescue.org 


BUSINESS ASSOCIATIONS 

Twin Cities Quorum 

Your GLBTQA chamber of commerce 
working to invigorate, build & partner for 
a diverse business community. 

18 М. 12th St., Ste. 3606 

Minneapolis, MN 55403 

(612) 460-8153 
www.twincitiesquorum.com 


EVENT VENUES 


Landmark Center 

A classic venue, with a grand cortile and 
beautiful courtrooms, accommodates 
celebrations of all sizes. 

75 W. 5th St. 

St. Paul, MN 55102 

(651) 292-3228 
www.landmarkcenter.org 


GENDER CARE 


University of Minnesota Health Com- 
prehensive Gender Care 
Compassionate, coordinated care from a 
multi-disciplinary team. Providing gender 
affirmation surgeries. 

University of Minnesota Health Clinics 
and Surgery Center 

909 Fulton St. SE 

Minneapolis, MN 55455 

(612) 676-4227 
www.mhealth.org/gendercare 


COMMUNITY CONNECTION 


HEALTH & WELLNESS 
Clinic 555, St. Paul 
Whether it’s a fling or a serious thing 


- get tested. Sexual health clinic. Down- 


town St. Paul. Offering PrEP. 
555 Cedar St., Fl. 1 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 266-1255 
clinic555.org 


Family Tree Clinic 

LGBTQ Health Matters at Family Tree! Of- 
fering respectful, affordable sexual health 
services to meet your needs. 

1619 Dayton Ave. 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 645-0478 


www.familytreeclinic.org 


NAMI Minnesota 

(National Alliance on Mental Illness) 
Providing free classes and peer support 
groups for people affected by mental 
illnesses. 

800 Transfer Rd. #31 

St. Paul, MN 55114 

(651) 645-2948 

www.namihelps.org 


Red Door Clinic 

Sexual health care for all people. Get 
confidential tests & treatment in a safe, 
caring setting. 

525 Portland Ave., 4th Floor 
Minneapolis, MN 55415 

(612) 543-5555 
www.reddoorservices.org 


MEDIA & COMMUNICATIONS 
KFAI Radio - 90.3 FM (MPLS) 106.7 
FM (STP) 

Home of “Fresh Fruit”, the longest run- 
ning weekly Queer radio show in the 
country, celebrating 40 years! Listen on 
air or online. 

Bailey Building - 1808 Riverside Ave. 
Minneapolis, MN 55454 

(612) 341-3144 

www.KFAl.org 


Radio K - Real College Radio 

Radio K (KUOM) is the award-winning 
student-run radio station of the University 
of Minnesota. 

610 Rarig Center 330 21st Ave S. 
Minneapolis, MN 55455 

(612) 625-3500 

www.RadioK.org 


MUSEUM 


Minnesota Historical Society Sites & 
Museums 

Make the Minnesota Historical Society's 
26 historic sites and museums part of 
your vacation plans. 

www.mnhs.org 


PERFORMING ARTS 


Children's Theatre Company 

Children's Theatre Company creates 
theatre that educates, challenges and 
inspires. Values: Imagination, Excellence, 
Respect, Inclusion. 

2400 3rd Ave. S. 

Minneapolis, MN 55404 

(612) 874-0400 


www.childrenstheatre.org 
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Hennepin Theatre Trust 

Orpheum, State, Pantages and New 
Century Theatres 

Twin Cities' best live entertainment: 
Broadway shows, music concerts, 
comedy, dance and more! 
Minneapolis, MN 

1-800-982-2787 


www.HennepinTheatreTrust.org 


Minnesota Orchestra 

Enriching, inspiring and serving our 
community as a symphony orchestra 
internationally recognized for artistic 
excellence. 

1111 Nicollet Mall 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 371-5656 

(800) 292-4141 


www.minnesotaorchestra.org 


Minnesota Opera 

World-class opera draws you into a 
synthesis of beauty: breathtaking music, 
stunning costumes, and extraordinary sets. 
Performances at the Ordway Music 
Theater - 345 Washington St., St. Paul, 
MN 55102 

(612) 333-6669 


mnopera.org 


Ordway Center for the Performing Arts 
Hosting, presenting, and creating per- 
forming arts and educational programs 
that enrich diverse audiences. 

345 Washington St. 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 224-4222 

www.ordway.org 


Twin Cities Gay Men's Chorus 
An award-winning chorus building com- 


munity through music and offers entertain- 


ment worth coming out for! 
528 Hennepin Ave., Ste. 307 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 339-SONG (7664) 
chorus@tcgmc.org 
www.tcgmc.org 


PRIDE 


Twin Cities Pride 

Producers of the third-largest national 
Pride celebration seeks sponsors, volun- 
teers, board members. Contact us today. 
2021 E. Hennepin Ave., Ste. 402-7 
Minneapolis, MN 55413 

(612) 255-3260 

www.tcpride.org 


RELIGIOUS & SPIRITUAL 
Central Lutheran Church 

Exploring the promise of God for all. 
333 S. 12th St. 

Minneapolis, MN 55404 

(612) 870-4416 
www.centralmpls.org 


Hennepin Avenue United 
Methodist Church 

Everyone is welcome at Hennepin 
Avenue UMC! Vibrant Worship. 
Authentic Community. Bold Outreach. 
511 Groveland Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 871-5303 


www.haumc.org 


Parkview United Church of Christ 
No matter who you are, or where you 
are on life's journey, you are welcome 
here! 

3737 Bellaire Ave. 

White Bear Lake, MN 55110 

(651) 429-3346 


www.mnparkviewucc.org 


Plymouth Congregational Church, 
Minneapolis 

Spiritual, Loving, Relevant, Transforming. 
Find us on Facebook and Twitter 

1900 Nicollet Ave. at Franklin 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 871-7400 

www.plymouth.org 


St. Mark’s Episcopal Cathedral 
inquiring INSPIRING inclusive. Wher- 
ever you are on your faith journey, St 
Mark's welcomes you. 

519 Oak Grove St. 

Minneapolis, MN 55403 

(612) 870-7800 
www.ourcathedral.org 


SOCIAL SERVICES 


Lutheran Social Services of Minnesota 
Making a difference in communities 
across Minnesota. Helping Minnesota 
students and seniors with personalized 
services that promote independent, 
healthy & abundant lives. 

(651) 310-9440 


www .lssmn.org 


TRAVEL 


Discover Stillwater 

Voted best weekend getaway! Visit this 
Historic Rivertown. Shop / Dine / Cruise 
/ ^rt Galleries / Nightlife. 

P.O. Box 2025 

Stillwater, MN 55082 
info@DiscoverStillwater.com 

(651) 351-1717 


www.DiscoverStillwater.com 


Visit Duluth 

Lake Superior. Historic waterfront. 
Vibrant arts & dining. Adventure. Hotels 
and B&Bs. Attractions and events. 

21 W. Superior St., Ste. 100 

Duluth, MN 

(218) 722-4011, (800) 4-DULUTH 
www.visitduluth.com 


100 


International Wolf Center 

Our world famous Center features daily 
programs, award-wining exhibits, and 
live ambassador wolves. 

1396 Highway 169 

Ely, MN 55731 

218-365-4695 

www.wolf.org 


Minnesota Zoo 

Our mission is to connect people, 
animals and the natural world to save 
wildlife. 

13000 Zoo Blvd. 

Apple Valley, MN 55124 


mnzoo.org 


THE NETWORK 


ACCOUNTING & BOOKKEEPING 


HOME SERVICES TAX SERVICES 


Karen R Palm CPA CFP 
TAX preparation 


FEE ONLY financial planning 


NO product sales 


612-379-1393 
www.palmkcpa.com 


ATTORNEYS 


JEAN M. GUSTAFSON - Estate Law: Probate & 
Trust, Guardianship & Conservatorship, Child Pro- 
tection, Mental Health Law. Licensed: Minnesota, 
South Dakota, Utah. MN Lavender Bar Association 
Greater Minnesota Fellowship Recipient, 2017. 
(218) 454-2039, GusLaw.net. 


AUTO REPAIR & SERVICE 


== Family Owned & Operated 
For Over 65 Years! 


(HAGENS 2222) 


FREE Estimates • All Insurance Accepted 
Lifetime Repair Warranty 


28th & Lyndale Ave. S, Mpls * 612-872-6671 


WWW.HAGENSAUTOBODY.COM 


MATT'S TREE SERVICE 
CABLING, PRUNING, & REMOVALS 


LICENSED AND INSURED 


Residential & Commercial Services 

ISA Certified Arborist on Staff 

Tree Removal * Tree Trimming * Chipping * Stump Grinding 
Storm Damage * Lot Clearing • Hedge & Shrub Pruning 
Emerald Ash Borer, Dutch Elm Disease 

and Oak Wilt protection treatments 

25+ yrs. Experience 

Credit Cards accepted 


Office: 612-706-8210 


Professionals 


4500 Park Glen Road 
Suite 100 

St. Louis Park, MN 55416 
p 612-822-7177 f 612-822-2163 


RORTax.com Michael Ness 


Income Tax Professional 
Serving the GLBT Community (and civilized straights) Since 1991 


AIR CONDITIONING & HEATING 


| singe 
1957 


5C0.com 


952.854.3800 


Commercial & Residential 


INSURANCE 


GUN SHOPS 


Bill's Manthly Memherships 
E Cas 5 Star Rated Ranges 
“hin Slop? Huge Retail Selection 
E Range” Training Classes 
WWW.BILLSGS.COM SEE YOU AT THE RANGE! 


HOME SERVICES 


Serving you for over 100 years! EEESINCE 1914 


ODERLIN 


PLUMBING, HEATING & AIR 


612-721-4080 


Serving the entire Twin Cities Area 
Emergency Service Available 
WWW.SODERLIN.COM 


DER, 
Gum, 


e o 


Licensed, Bonded & Insured 
LICENSE #58002PM & 3272MB 


651-288-2808 


Small Local Company 
Very best service for 
the very best price. 

www.goodstuffmoving.com 


Davina Baldwin 
763.535.4788 


davina@davinabaldwin.com 


6262 Boone Ave. N. 
Brooklyn Park, MN 55428 


AUTO | HOME | LIFE | HEALTH | BUSINESS 
www.davinabaldwin.com 


Davina M. Baldwin 


PSYCHOTHERAPY 


Couples Counseling 
marylouisegooch.com 


REAL ESTATE 


SPRING. * 


НомЕ& 
GARDEN ху 


Live Well... Invest Wisely! 


www.thanancywalkerteam.com 
nwalker@cbburnet.com 


612.827.9537 = 
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SKIRTING THE ISSUES | BY ELLEN KRUG 


Hope 


“Can I talk to you, Ellie?” 

The words came at me outside a San Fran- 
cisco hotel ballroom minutes after my presenta- 
tion. I had been fumbling with my computer get- 
ting ready to call Uber for a ride to the airport. 
Hearing the words, I looked up and saw a smartly 
dressed woman, in her mid-to-late thirties, stand- 
ing next to me. 

“Yes, of course,” I answered. It was then that I 
saw that her eyes brimmed with tears. 

“Can we go somewhere away from here? I’m 
going to cry, and I don’t want anyone to see.” 

For the last two years, I’ve been speaking 
on our common struggle to survive the Human 
Condition. My work is partly about unconscious 
bias—not only bias against transgender persons, 
but also bias toward anyone who is “Other” in 
our society. I’ve been invited into corporate board 
rooms, government training facilities, and librar- 
ies, colleges and churches. On this morning in 
San Francisco, it was a legal conference with 110 
lawyers and their clients. 

As the woman and I made our way through 
the lobby to a hallway and then an alcove, she 
repeated, “I can’t believe it was all but two, Ellie. 
All but two.” 

Tears were now journeying down the wom- 
an’s cheeks. 

My training in San Francisco that morning, 
Gray Area Thinking®, covered how we group 
and label people who are “different” from “us” 
and how we put “them” into marginalizing boxes 
and categories. It also covered how we group and 
label ourselves; to do that, I used an audience- 
participatory exercise, the “Identity Game,” 
that involved me giving prompts and folks then 
responding by individually standing under one 
of nineteen different signs representing various 
identities—"Race", “Age”, “Gender”, “Religious/ 
Spiritual Affiliation", “LGBTQ Status”, "Compas- 
sion." The prompts started out easy with, "The 
identity my parents stressed for me as I was 
growing up was...," and then got more difficult 
("The identity that gives me the most privilege 
is...", "The identity for which I'm discriminated 
or judged is...", "The identity that I struggle with 
the most is..."). 

When we got to the last Identity Game prompt 
that morning, "The identity I want to be known 
for is...," all but two of the 110 audience partici- 
pants stood under "Family" or “Compassion.” 
(And of the two groupings, more than 90 percent 
were under the “Compassion” sign.) I then point- 
ed out that "family" in 2018 is no longer just about 
blood, but rather encompasses affinity as well, 
meaning that in the end, "family" is also about 
"compassion." 


'The woman and I finally found a space away 
from anyone else. At that point, she began to sob; 
Idrew her to my shoulder and wrapped my arms. 

"Allbuttwo wantto be known for compassion," 
she said in between tears. “I would never have 
believed it, not with the way things are." 

“I know,” I said. “But that's the same response 
Igetevery timeIdo the Identity Game exercise— 
everywhere I go, people want to be known as 
compassionate and caring for others." 

It was and remains true: as I train across 
North America, I find that when we get to the 
last prompt, "The identity I want to be known 
for" with near uniformity, almost everyone in 
the room responds by standing under a sign that 
represents “compassion” in one form or another. 
Regardless of skin color or political party, most 
people want to be compassionate toward others. 
One would totally not expect this given social 
media's daily barrage of canyon-like division. 

'The woman's sobbing ebbed, and she pulled 
back slightly. 

“Ellie, I had given up on hope, “ she said softly. 
“I find it so difficult to have hope anymore. But 
now, this morning, with what you showed us 
about compassion, it’s given me hope. You've 
given me a nugget of hope, one that I will take 
with me. I didn't expect this at all—at a conference 
for lawyers no less—but thank you. I am so very 
grateful." 

More truth: I didn't provide a nugget of 
anything. Instead, everyone in that ballroom who 
voluntarily and reflexively chose to stand under 
"compassion" provided the hope. I was simply a 
human who helped make that happen. 

The woman was calmer now. I reminded her 
that it was good to share with others about how 
she was feeling. “We're all in this together,” I said. 
“We will get through all of the crap, just as long as 
we keep our compassion." 

We walked back to the doorway of the 
ballroom and exchanged a final hug. “I’m here if 
you ever need to talk again," I said. “I care about 
you." 

The woman smiled and then turned to re-enter 
the ballroom where the rest of the conference 
was ongoing. 

I finished my packing and called Uber. As I 
waited, I was grateful. li 


Ellen (Ellie) Krug is the author of Getting to Ellen: A 
Memoir about Love, Honesty and Gender Change 
(2013]. She speaks and trains on diversity and 
inclusion topics; visit www.elliekrug.com where you 
can also sign up for her newsletter, The Ripple. She 
welcomes your comments at ellenkrugwriter(@gmail. 
com. 
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